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L E T T E R  F R O M  A V I  D A B U S H    

" F o r  T h o s e  W h o  D o n ' t  B e l i e v e  -  I t ' s
H a r d  t o  L i v e  T h i s  Y e a r "  

- L e a h  G o l d b e r g

B e f o r e  O c t o b e r  7 t h ,  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e
m i d s t  o f  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  u p s w i n g ,  a
w e e k  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  o f  o u r  o l i v e
h a r v e s t  c a m p a i g n ,  w h i c h  w a s
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  b y  t h e  w a r .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  i m m e n s e  h e a r t b r e a k  a n d
u p h e a v a l  t o  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s ,  w e
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  o u r
a c t i v i t i e s .

W e  h e l d  a  m a r c h  o f  h u n d r e d s  i n  t h e
h e a r t  o f  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  a  p r a y e r  a n d
s o n g  e v e n t  a t  J a f f a  G a t e .  W e  h e l d
t w o  m a s s  i n t e r f a i t h  p r a y e r  e v e n t s  i n
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a w a k e  o f  t h e  w a r ,
f o l l o w i n g  o n  f r o m  t h e  y e a r  o f
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  i n t e r f a i t h
a c t i v i t i e s .  

A  f a m o u s  C h i n e s e  p r o v e r b  s a y s ,  " M a y
y o u  l i v e  i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i m e s . "  W e  a r e
l i v i n g  i n  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  a n d  t u m u l t u o u s
t i m e — o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  p e r i o d s
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e
r e g i o n .

O n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  S i m c h a t  T o r a h ,
O c t o b e r  7 t h ,  I  w a s  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y  a t
o u r  h o m e  i n  K i b b u t z  N i r  I m ,  a b o u t  t w o
k i l o m e t r e s  f r o m  K h a n  Y u n i s .  W e
e n d u r e d  a  h a r s h  a t t a c k  b y  h u n d r e d s  o f
H a m a s  t e r r o r i s t s .  W e  m a n a g e d  t o
s u r v i v e .

A s  o f  n o w ,  w e  a r e  s t i l l  d i s p l a c e d  f r o m
o u r  h o m e .  

W e  c r e a t e d  a  h u m a n i t a r i a n
p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .   
O u r  p r o t e c t i v e  p r e s e n c e  o n
t h e  g r o u n d  e x p a n d e d
i n s t e a d  o f  s h r i n k i n g .  W e
s t o o d  s i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t h
a t t a c k e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d
v i l l a g e s

W e  i n t e n s i f i e d  o u r  e f f o r t s
t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  a s s i s t
J e w i s h  a n d  A r a b  I s r a e l i s
l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r t y .  W e
p r e v e n t e d  e l e c t r i c i t y
c u t o f f s  a n d  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e
p r o m o t i o n  o f  f o o d  s e c u r i t y .  

L e a h  G o l d b e r g  e n d s  h e r
p o e m  " F o r  T h o s e  W h o
D o n ' t  B e l i e v e "  w i t h  t h e
q u e s t i o n :  “ H o w  c a n  I  w a k e
u p  f r o m  s l e e p  a n d  h a v e  n o
f a i t h  i n  m y  h e a r t ? ”

I  d o  h a v e  f a i t h .  W e  a r e
c o m m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g
t h i s  m o m e n t u m  f o r  2 0 2 4 .  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



T h e  T o r a h  t e l l s  u s  i n  t h e  b o o k
o f  D e u t e r o n o m y :

" R e m e m b e r  w h a t  A m a l e k  d i d
t o  y o u  o n  t h e  w a y  w h e n  y o u
c a m e  o u t  o f  E g y p t . H e  b i t  y o u

o n  t h e  w a y ,  a n d  a l l  t h e
s e r p e n t s  f o l l o w e d  y o u ,  a n d
y o u  w e r e  t i r e d  a n d  w e a r y . ”

B u t  w h o  i s  A m a l e k ?  W e  d o  n o t
k n o w ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  s u c h
p e o p l e .  S t i l l ,  a b o v e  t h e  s t a g e
a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u r t  o f
J u s t i c e  i n  T h e  H a g u e ,  w e
h e a r d  q u o t e s  f r o m  I s r a e l i
l e a d e r s ,  w h o  s p o k e  o f  t h e
P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  G a z a  S t r i p
a s  A m a l e k .  T h e r e  i s  n o t ,  a n d
n e v e r  w a s ,  s u c h  a  n a t i o n .
A m a l e k  i s  a  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  a
s t a t e  o f  v u l n e r a b i l i t y .  A  s t a t e
w h e r e  a l l  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d
e m p a t h y  h a s  b e e n  l o s t  i s  a
s t a t e  o f  A m a l e k .  

O u r  r a b b i n i c  l e a d e r s h i p
c h o i c e ,  i n  t h e s e  d a y s  o f  w a r ,
i s  t o  f i g h t  a  d e s p e r a t e  w a r
a g a i n s t  A m a l e k — t h e  s o c i a l
n e g l e c t ,  p o v e r t y ,  o p p r e s s i o n ,
h u n g e r  d o m i n a t i n g  o u r
s o c i e t y .  W e  d e m a n d  l i f e  a n d
h u m a n  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l .  W e
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  o u r  d r e a m  i s  t o
l i v e  a  p e a c e f u l  l i f e ,  w h i c h  c a n
o n l y  h a p p e n  o n c e  e v e r y o n e  i n
t h i s  l a n d  c a n  l i v e  w i t h
d i g n i t y .  

L E T T E R  F R O M  R A B B I  R U T I  B A I D A T Z  -  B O A R D  C H A I R  

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  w e  a r e  b a d l y
h u r t .  A l l  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e
r e g i o n ,  J e w s  a n d  A r a b s ,  a r e  p a i n e d
i n  a  d e e p  a n d  b l o o d y  w a y .  

T h e  d a m a g e  i s  u n b e a r a b l e .  H a m a s ' s
m u r d e r o u s  a t t a c k  o n  I s r a e l  c a u s e d
d e a t h  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  I s r a e l i
h o s t a g e s  s t i l l  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  G a z a .
T h i s  a t t a c k  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  w a r
i n  t h e  G a z a  S t r i p ,  w h i c h  l e d  t o
d e s t r u c t i o n ,  f a m i n e ,  a n d  a
s h o c k i n g  h u m a n i t a r i a n  c r i s i s .   I n
t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  s t o r m ,  w e  f o u n d
o u r s e l v e s  a s  p a r t  o f  a  s t r o n g  c i v i l
s o c i e t y ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p r o t e c t
d e m o c r a c y  a n d  r e s t o r e  I s r a e l i
s o c i e t y .

O u r  g r o w i n g  s t a f f  a n d  o v e r  1 5 0
r a b b i s  w h o  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  h e l p e d  u s  w o r k
t o w a r d s  h e a l i n g ,  h o p e  a n d
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  o p p r e s s i o n .

*The idea that Amalek is a state of being
rather than a people derives from Neriya Knafo



H U M A N  R I G H T S  I N  T H E
O C C U P I E D  T E R R I T O R I E S

S i n c e  t h e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2  e l e c t i o n s ,
w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
e x t r e m e  g o v e r n m e n t  I s r a e l  h a s  e v e r
k n o w n ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e s  h a v e
i n c r e a s e d  a n d  d e e p e n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
o c c u p i e d  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

I s r a e l i  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v e  l i t t l e  a b i l i t y
t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h e  i n  t h e
G a z a  s t r i p .  S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e
w a r ,  R H R  h a s  b e e n  c a l l i n g  f o r  a
c e a s e f i r e ,  a  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  h o s t a g e s ,  a n d
a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d .  

O u r  w o r k  i n  t h e  W e s t  B a n k  h a s  b e c o m e
m o r e  c r i t i c a l  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e
i n  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  d r i v e n ,  J e w i s h
t e r r o r i s m .  

 

Palestinians
killed by

settlers in
2023

1208
Palestinians

displaced as a
result of settler

violence and
military activity

17

1038

As reported by OCHA

Incidents of
settler violence

in 2023
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A solidarity visit to Turmus Ayya, June 2023



In the shadow of the war,
Palestinians were prevented from
harvesting their olives. An estimated
96,000 (OCHA) dunams remained
unharvested due to Jewish settler
terror and military restrictions.

Through this hard time, we assisted
Palestinians in accessing their land
and brought 40 activists to take part
in harvesting. 

P L A N T I N G  J U S T I C E O L I V E  H A R V E S T  
In 2023 we brought Israelis and
Palestinians together to plant 650
trees in Palestinian villages in the
West Bank and in unrecognised
Bedouin communities in the
Negev. 

Rabbi Ruti Baidatz guarding Ein Rashash  - June 2023

P R O T E C T I V E  P R E S E N C E

Across the Jordan Valley
and in agricultural
communities south of
Nablus, RHR provided
shepherding escorts. We
assisted shepherds in
protection from settler
violence. In 2023, RHR
brought 162 activists to
the field. 

Activists brought
to the field for

protective
presence in 2023

162

Daniil Brodksy, OT Director, protective presence, March 2023

לֶם צֶ ְּ ב  ֹ ו לְמ צַ ְּ ב ם  דָ אָ הָ ת  אֶ ם  י הִֹ ל אֱ א  רָ ִּבְ י ַ ו
. ם תָֹ א א  רָ ָּ ב ה  בָ ְקֵ נּ ו ר  כָ זָ  ֹ ו תֹ א א  רָ ָּ ב ם  י הִֹ ל אֱ
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Unrecognized Bedouin Villages

Palestinians in the West Bank
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A t  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  w a r ,  w e
i n i t i a t e d  a n  e m e r g e n c y
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d  c a m p a i g n  i n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  C u l t u r e  o f
S o l i d a r i t y  a n d  T o r a t  T z e d e k
a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

T h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  c r o w d f u n d e d
b y  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  I s r a e l i s  a n d
o t h e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h o
w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h
P a l e s t i n i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s
s u f f e r i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

Boxes of food aid
delivered to

families across
Israel-Palestine

2000+
HUMANITARIAN AID 
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All data from 2023Rabbi Dani Danieli delivering food aid, December 2023
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Packing day in Rahat, December 2023

Anton Goodman, RHR, delivering packages to Jahalin tribe, December 2023

Packing day with Culture of Solidarity, Tel Aviv



I N T E R F A I T H  A C T I V I S M  

Interfaith work provides a safe

space for Israeli-Palestinian

interactions and a platform to

develop share values towards

conflict resolution. 

Since the outbreak of the war,

many hundreds have participated

in online gatherings and in-

person events that RHR has held

in Jewish and Arab towns.

I N T E R F A I T H  M A R C H I N T E R F A I T H  E V E N T S
In May 2023, we orchestrated a
poignant interfaith march for  
equality, justice and peace in the
heart of Jerusalem. Dozens of faith
leaders and hundreds of
participants marched through
Jerusalem to the Old City walls to
voice our share values. The march
was a powerful counter-action to
the violent Jerusalem Day flag
parade, which took place the
following week.

Faith Leaders at an Interfaith Event in Haifa, December 2023
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Faith Leaders at our Interfaith march, June 2023



H U M A N  R I G H T S  E D U C A T I O N  

Yes
91%

No
9%

I am worried about the response from my peers
44.4%

I just don't have the willpower
40.4%

I am alone in my opinion
11.1%

The November 2022 elections saw a lurch to the right in Jewish Israeli voting
trends, with a hardening of right-wing thought particularly amongst young
voters. These attitudes have only deepened during the war.

We remained determined to advocate for a human-rights-based approach with
Jewish thought at its heart. The curriculum for our pre-military academies
(Mechinot), led by Rabbinic educators, explores Jewish texts and traditions
through the lens of human rights, social justice, and Tikkun Olam (repairing the
world). Please see the below from a survey of Mechinot students.

I want to do something to make my
voice heard, but...

A pre-military academy cohort visiting an unrecognized  Bedouin family in the Negev. 

I am more interested and caring
in regards to human rights
issues 
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R H R  l e d  R a b b i s  i n
s o l i d a r i t y  v i s i t s  t o
T u r m u s  A y y a  a n d
H u w a r a  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o
l a r g e - s c a l e  a t t a c k s  a t
t h e  h a n d s  o f  v i o l e n t
J e w i s h  s e t t l e r s .  O u r
v i s i t  t o  T u r m u s  A y a
w a s  c o v e r e d  o n  K a n  1 1
T V  n e w s  a n d  a c r o s s
t h e  I s r a e l i  m e d i a

1 4  R a b b i s  f r o m  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  J e w i s h  s t r e a m s
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  f i v e - p a r t  s e r i e s ,  " T r u t h  S p r i n g s  f r o m
t h e  E a r t h , "  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n s t i l l  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
t h e  r e a l i t y  i n  t h e  O c c u p i e d  T e r r i t o r i e s .  W e
s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t h r o u g h  p r o g r a m m i n g
w i t h  B r e a k i n g  t h e  S i l e n c e ,  I r  A m i m ,  a n d  C o m b a t a n t s
f o r  P e a c e ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e  h e l p e d
e n s u r e  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  R a b b i s  w o u l d  b e  i n f o r m e d  i n
t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  p r e - m i l i t a r y  s t u d e n t s .   

R A B B I S  N E T W O R K  

OFFICE@RHR.ORG.ILSTAY UPDATED WWW.RHR.ORG.IL

A solidarity visit to Turmus Ayya

Rabbis in 
our Rabbis
Network 

160

Rabbis Education Day in West Bank, August 2023

Beit Midrash
study sessions 

35



S O C I A L  J U S T I C E

T h i s  y e a r ,  o u r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  t e a m  w a s  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d
i n  t h e  K n e s s e t ,  a d v a n c i n g  a  n a t i o n w i d e  i n i t i a t i v e  a i m e d
a t  a d d r e s s i n g  f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y  a m o n g  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f
I s r a e l .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  a  n e t w o r k  o f
s o c i a l  a c t i v i s t s  l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r t y . W e  o r g a n i z e d  a n
a d v o c a c y  t r a i n i n g  d a y  a t  t h e  K n e s s e t  f o r  o v e r  5 0
a c t i v i s t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m  a c r o s s
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a c t i v i s t s  f r o m  d i v e r s e
b a c k g r o u n d s — a m o n g  t h e m  A r a b s ,  H a r e d i m ,  a n d
E t h i o p i a n - I s r a e l i s  A  g r o u p  o f  a c t i v i s t s  w a s  f o r m e d  i n
H a d e r a  a n d  m e e t s  a t  R H R ’ s   R i g h t s  C e n t e r  t h e r e ,  l e d  b y
P r o f .  V i c t o r  F r i e d m a n  a n d  D r .  T a m a r  D r o r i

R H R ’ s  R i g h t s  C e n t e r  s e r v e s  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H a d e r a ,
W a d i  A a r a  a n d  P a r d e s  H a n a .

A t  t h e  R i g h t s  C e n t e r ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s
p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  r i g h t s ,  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d
g u i d a n c e  f o r  e x e r c i s i n g  s o c i a l  r i g h t s  a n d
e n t i t l e m e n t s  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  d e b t ,  p u b l i c  h o u s i n g ,
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  m o r e .  T h e  s e r v i c e  i s  f r e e  a n d
a v a i l a b l e  i n  b o t h  H e b r e w  a n d  A r a b i c .

Client
interactions in
the year 2023

1380
Members of our activist network in the Knesset
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A D V O C A C Y

T h e  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  m a d e
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r i d e s  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  f o o d
i n s e c u r i t y  w i t h i n  I s r a e l  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t
y e a r .  O u r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  K n e s s e t ,
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  s t r a t e g i c  s o c i a l  m e d i a
c a m p a i g n  a n d  a  p r o t e s t  o u t s i d e  A r y e h
D e r i ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  l e d  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  o n e  b i l l i o n  s h e k e l s  f o r  f o o d
v o u c h e r s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t .  

O u r  a d v o c a c y  s e c u r e d  a n  e x t e n s i o n  f o r  t h e
v o u c h e r  s u b m i s s i o n  d e a d l i n e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d
o f  F e b r u a r y .  W e  a l s o  a c t i v e l y  a d d r e s s e d
t h e  l a c k  o f  s t a t e  a c t i o n  i n  s a f e g u a r d i n g
r i g h t s .

I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  f o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
w e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  s h a p i n g
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 3  s t a t e
b u d g e t .  

allocated for
food vouchers

in the state
budget 

P O L I C Y  A D V O C A C Y

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  o u r  e f f o r t s  c e n t r e d  o n  a d d r e s s i n g  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s
a f f e c t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r t y ,  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  a
d i g n i f i e d  l i f e  f o r  a l l .  E n g a g i n g  i n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  f o l l o w -
u p s  o n  p u b l i s h e d  l a w  m e m o r a n d a ,  w e  d e l v e d  i n t o  d i v e r s e
m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  

O u r  a d v o c a c y  e x t e n d e d  t o  p r e s e n t i n g  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  a n d
a p p e a l s ,  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  l a w  m e m o r a n d u m  o n  d o u b l i n g
a l l o w a n c e s ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f e e d b a c k  o n  d e b t  r e l i e f  a n d
e c o n o m i c  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

100
Million
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F I G H T I N G  F O R
D E M O C R A C Y  &  T H E

R E T U R N  O F  H O S T A G E S

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r  h a s  b e e n
o n e  o f  p r o t e s t  a n d
d e f i a n c e .  I s r a e l  i s  f a c e d
w i t h  a n  e x i s t e n t i a l
c r i s i s ,  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  a
g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  a t
e v e r y  t u r n  u n d e r m i n e s
t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s
a t  I s r a e l ’ s  c o r e .  

T h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s
o f  t h e  y e a r  w e r e
d o m i n a t e d  b y  o u r
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e
p r o p o s e d  j u d i c i a l
o v e r h a u l .  

P o s t - O c t o b e r  7 t h ,  o u r
f o c u s  s h i f t e d  t o  f i g h t i n g
t i r e l e s s l y  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n
o f  t h e  h o s t a g e s ,  a n d
s t a n d i n g  i n  s o l i d a r i t y
w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

Avi Dabush speaking at a pro-democracy rally
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F I N A N C I A L S  

Individual income
37.4%

Foundations
31.1%

Churches + Synagogues

20.8%

Programme and Activities Income

10.8%

Administration
26.3%

Occupied Territories

23.5%

Social Justice
21.2%

Education
13.4%

Public diplomacy

10.8%

Interfaith
4.7%

T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  w o u l d  n o t
h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f

o u r  d o n o r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s .  

Y o u r  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  h a s  h e l p e d  u s  e x p a n d
e x p o n e n t i a l l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  h u m a n

r i g h t s  w o r k  w e  d o  i n  I s r a e l / P a l e s t i n e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  j o i n i n g  u s  o n  t h e  f r o n t l i n e  o f  a  m o r e
j u s t ,  p e a c e f u l  r e a l i t y  f o r  I s r a e l i s  a n d  P a l e s t i n i a n s .

Income

Expenses
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Budget: 3,320,000NIS



THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
SUPPORT 
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Donate to Rabbis
for Human Rights

and defend the
dignity of all in

this land. 

Make a difference
today. 

web.causematch.com/donate/rhr

SCAN TO DONATE 


